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Leisure
DesignHeaven

Look deep into nature, and then you 
will understand everything better- 

Albert Einstein.
Photo credits: Radhika Pandit
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Designers Megha Patel-Vadodaria and 
Keyur Vadodaria, heading Patel-Vado-
daria Design Research Studio (PVDRS), 
Ahmedabad; design a swimming pool and 

interiors of a farmhouse that blends seam-

lessly with the surroundings.  

Amidst an 18-hole ‘Nicklaus Design’ 

golf course, one of the greenest and lon-

gest cart course in India with its charac-

teristic rolling contours, sand and beach 

bunkers; water bodies and ‘island greens’, 

presents  a unique backdrop to the overall 

setting. Explaining the fine details, Ar. Keyur 

says, “The challenge was to design a swim-

ming pool such that it draws in the tranquil 

and idyllic space of its surroundings and 

becomes in itself an object of admiration. 

Spatial elements have been used to create 

axial relationships between inside-outside 

and the landscape beyond. The pool, the 

swim-up bar and a minimalist ‘floating’ 

gazebo defines the primary axis between 

the dining and the 9th hole elements.  A 

secondary axis, diametrically perpendicular 

to the primary axis, is defined by the Baja 

Shelf on one end and the ‘floating Champa 

tree planter’ on the other.”

At various points along the pool’s fac-

ing edge, the house opens up, establishing 

a free flow of light, ventilation and move-

ment.The living verandah is extended to 

provide a deep shaded outdoor living 

space, where family and friends congre-

gate, whilst one edge of the verandah is 

cantilevered over the pool  and the other 

transforms into an Al freso eating area with 

an integrated swim-up bar. 

The dining room windows are replaced 

with doors to strengthen the spatial con-

nectivity to the outside. The living room 

is designed to offer the flexibility of creat-

ing multiple seating layouts, catering to 
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the needs of three generations, their extended family and 

friends.

The lightness and the flow of spaces are further 

enhanced through the use of materials, mostly natural. River 

wash granite around the pool and Brazilian IPE wood with 

oil finish is used in the verandah.  In the interiors, hand pol-

ished teak wood and natural veneers are complemented 

with granite stone steps and backlit onyx stone. The neutral 

tone of walls and ceilings provide an appropriate canvas for 

the client’s collection of artwork. The wall tattoo is designed 

in collaboration with the client to give a personal character 

to the upper floor family lounge. “one of the most striking 

parts of this project is the perimeter overflow channel that 

was designed in such a way that the water appears to float at 

deck level. This technically challenging detail, known as the 

Lautner Knife Edge creates an experience that is unmatched 

in the pool,” adds Megha.

Let’s bade goodbye to the hustle – bustle around us 

and swirl into a delightful world, to unwind and relax in lush 

and peaceful vicinity, filled with the sweetness of nature. 
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Know the designer
The architect and interior design duo 

Keyur Vadodaria and Megha Patel-Vado-

daria founded PVDRS after returning 

back from London, where they lived and 

worked for ten years. PVDRS works at a 

variety of scales, ranging from the design 

of a door handle to buildings and its sur-

roundings. As an Architecture, Interior 

Design and Landscape Design practice, 

the studio adopt a research-led design 

approach that takes into consideration cli-

ent requirements and responds to place, 

culture, materials, texture, light and wind. 

The prime emphasis of the studio is on 

attention to details, local craftsmanship 

and an integrated approach to sustainable 

design, with the aim of reducing the envi-

ronmental impact of the buildings. 

www.pvdrs.co.in


